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Opening the door to learning
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Amelie, Samuel, Evie and Poppy
have all flourished in the caring
atmosphere of Bardney Church of
England and Methodist Primary

School

Joanne and Jonathan live a short drive from Bardney with their children,

Amelie, aged 21, Samuel, aged 18, Evie, aged 14, and Poppy, aged 9.

Supportive teachers

Joanne and Jonathan think the excellent staff are the
main strength of Bardney Primary and they are grateful
for all the support their four children have received
there. Joanne says: "The staff realise each child is unigue
and they care about them accordingly, recognising

what is unigue about them. Poppy Is the last of our four
children to go there and they have never assumed she
will be the same as any of her siblings. We are grateful
the staff have treated them all as individuals and have
been nurturing to them.”

Good grounding

When Amelie was due to start school, Bardney Primary
was the obvious choice because the family lived close to
the school, Joanne says. "It was much smaller when she
started than it is now, and there were only four children
in her year. She had a happy time there and made some
good friends. They gave her a very good start with her
education and she did well at grammar school and is now
at university studying Geography.”

Boosting confidence

Samuel also had a good experience at Bardney Primary
and was very sporty and enjoyed playing football for

the school. "He was bright but he sometimes lacked
confidence, so they gave him extra support and helped
him to become more confident,” Joanne says. "Samuel
has done well at secondary school and is just about to sit
his A Levels and he is planning to study engineering at
university.”

Academic success

Evie is in Year 10 at secondary school now and is doing
very well. “She missed six months of education because
of Covid and struggled at secondary school to begin with,
but she is now doing well academically and exceeding her
targets. This is because of the good grounding Bardney
Primary gave her before the pandemic,” Joanne says.

Happy in nursery

Poppy, who is 9 now, is currently in Year 4 at Bardney
Primary. "She started in the school nursery at the age

of three and loved being at the school at the same time
as Evie. She was already used to the school and knew

the environment well. She loved it when the nursery had
chickens to look after, which they had hatched from eggs.
The nursery gave her a good foundation for starting in
the main school,” Joanne says

Nurturing staff

“Despite having a lot of disruption during her early years
at school due to Covid, she is getting on very well now
she isin Year 4. She is sensitive, but the teachers are
fantastic and give her good support and are all very
nurturing. Poppy enjoys the different subjects they

study. She is interested in history and liked learning

about the Stone Age and the Greeks and Romans. She
enjoys Art and Maths and Reading and is academically on
target,” Joanne says.

Enjoying school life

“The school is now much bigger than when Amelie first
started, but the staff still know all the children. The
teachers on the gate address each child by name in the
mornings. Because they know the children well, they can
tailor the education to suit each individual child. We like
the fact that it is a church school because Poppy is being
encouraged to live life to the full there. We moved away
from Bardney a few years ago, but we wanted to keep our
children at Bardney Primary because we were very happy
with the school and wanted to maintain the continuity.”
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Rob and Donna live in Bardney with their son, EJ, aged 11.

Good education

Rob and Donna have nothing but praise for the fantastic
staff at Bardney Primary and the help they have given to
their son. "EJ has autism and could become anxious at

times at school, but he has progressed well educationally
because he has received outstanding support,” Rob says

Encouraging interests

Impressed with what we saw,” Rob says

Exploring feelings

Rob says EJ's main issue as an autistic child was
struggling to understand the world around him, but the
school gave him a lot of support with this. "EJ could get
angry at home, but he had a weekly session at school
where he talked about how he was feeling, which helped
He wouldn't necessarily discuss his moods with us, so it
was good for him to be able to talk about this at school

learning about the Hindu religion,” Rob says
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EJ has enjoyed learning and
made good progress supported

Outstanding support

EJ started in the school nursery when he was three. "He
was anxious when he first started but settled well. The
staff did a lot of activities with him and made sure he
was happy. Going into Reception in the main school was

a big change for him and he was understandably anxious,

but he settled well because he was with friends from
nursery and the support he was given by the staff was
outstanding,” Rob says. "EJ had to have speech therapy
after he started in the main school but this was handled
well and his speech improved. One of his fascinations is
history and they encouraged his interest.”

Excellent staff

“Bardney Primary have fantastic staff. Mr Hicks, the
Headteacher, knows all the children and greets them at
the gate each day. He knows EJ loves Star Wars and talks
to him about it. The Assistant Headteacher, Mrs Knight,

Is very good with special needs children and is hard
working and dedicated, and all his class teachers have
been excellent. We are going to miss the school when EJ
goes to secondary school and can recommend it highly to
other families.”
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Forest school

Mollie, Thomas and Bethan have

all been helped to achieve their

best work by the attentive staff at

Bardney Church of England and

Methodist Primary School

Sarah lives with her children, Mollie, aged 14, Thomas, aged 12, and Bethan,

aged 9, in a village near Bardney.

Caring teachers

Sarah has been delighted with the way all her children
have been able to fulfill their potential in the friendly
surroundings of Bardney Primary School. She says: "At
Bardney Primary the teachers care about all the children
and will go the extra mile for them. All the staff, including
the lunchtime helpers, know the children well, and they
still ask how Mollie and Thomas are getting on, even
though they have both now left”

Good choice

Sarah originally chose Bardney Primary for Thomas,
because he was being bullied at his previous school and
she wanted to move him. She says: "l went to look round
and thought it was a nice, friendly school with attentive
staff and it seemed like a good fit for Thomas. After he
started, he never looked back, and he made some nice
friends.”

Happy time

When Thomas had been at Bardney Primary for a while,
both Mollie and Bethan said they wanted to go there as
well, Sarah says. "When Mollie started in Year 5, she was
made to feel very welcome. She made some good friends
and her best friend at secondary school is someone she
met at Bardney. She loves going back to Bardney to pick
up Bethan with me, and likes seeing her old teachers,
whereas she never talks about the previous school she
attended.”

Excellent teaching

Mollie passed the 11 Plus and went on to grammar

school. "I am convinced the teaching she had at Bardney
helped her do well. The school had an 11 Plus club and
encouraged the children to try hard. She is now doing
well at secondary school and is in the top five per cent of
her year and aiming to become a doctor”

Supportive staff

Thomas was a lot happier after he moved to Bardney
Primary, Sarah says. "The difference was that the staff

at Bardney were prepared to listen to him. He struggled
with reading and comprehension, but the staff worked
with him and gave him one to one help if he needed it
Between Year 2 and Year 6, he made great progress and
was only one mark off the top grade in his Sats in Year 6
He is now doing well at grammar school because Bardney
gave him such a good start with his education.”

Enjoying learning

When Bethan started in Reception at Bardney Primary,
she didn't know many children and was nervous to
begin with, Sarah says. “She has made a nice group of
friends now and is flying academically. With her friends,
she has started a story club and they will read at break
and lunchtime to the other children and help them with
their reading. She loves learning and will even ask for
extra homework. She enjoys sport at school and all the
activities. She is doing very well for her age and hoping
to follow her sister and brother to grammar school”

Feeling valued

Sarah thinks the dedication of the staff make Bardney
Primary what it is. “The head cares about the teachers
and they put in the effort because they know they are
valued. When Thomas first started, | was concerned
because it was a bigger school than his previous one,
but it was a much more nurturing environment and
suited him well. I am now happy to serve as a governor
of Bardney because | know we are listened to and our
opinions are valued.”
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