
Good communication
Anne and Tony were prepared to let Blake have a final say in his choice of school, having 
between them weighed up all the options. Their main considerations were that Blake should 
feel comfortable about where he was going and that it was in a practical location, given that 
he would often need to be able to make his own way to school and back.

“As Tony and I both work full time Blake had to be able to get to and from school under his 
own steam but if we hadn’t been happy with his decision to go to Worthing High we might 
have had to think again,” says Anne. “As it happens, even though I rarely get the chance 
to go into the school the communication and feedback I know I can rely on makes me feel 
that I always know what’s going on. I can be involved in his school life without having to be 
there physically and I fully trust his teachers to keep me up to date with everything I need to 
know.”

a family feelinG
Anne, Tony and Blake visited Worthing High as a family both during the day and after 
school, something which Anne recommends. “It was interesting to see it from both 
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perspectives; the students going about their lessons and 
then later after school hours, when we had the chance to 
look at the work being done, the facilities and the way the 
school operates. We all really liked the family feel, and the 
way the teaching staff all seemed to be very engaged with 
the students.”

a dauntinG experience 
sensitively handled
Anne’s only real concern was about Blake’s transition from 
his previous middle school, Thomas a Becket, to High 
School as transition was something Blake had historically 
struggled with. “He had never been comfortable moving 
from one class and teacher to another and September had 
always been a difficult time,” she says. “Going from Middle 
to High School is a much more daunting experience 
and one I think should never be underestimated. When 
I mentioned my worries to Worthing High, they fully 
understood what I was saying and offered Blake an 
additional transfer day to help him acclimatise. It was a 
strategy which worked very well and really helped him to 
settle in.”

no excuses, just solutions
This is something which appeals to Anne; the fact that 
every student is treated as an individual with his or her 
own needs and personality taken into account. “They are 
all respected as people in their own right but that places a 
responsibility on the student. High standards of behaviour 
are expected and contraventions of those standards are 
addressed appropriately. This is completely in line with 
my own feelings and I like the way that if Blake has done 
well I am informed of the fact, as well as if he has let 
himself down in any way, the school will tell me that, too. 
I don’t want to hear excuses on any side - just to have 
straightforward, honest information and solutions.”

in touch
When a child moves to higher education and towards a 
degree of new independence, a parent needs to be able to 
trust that child’s school not only to cater for their education 
but also for their welfare. “Although we are now distanced 
to a certain extent from Blake’s day to day school life, we 
don’t feel cut off from it,” Anne believes. “We know he 
is being well looked after and completely trust Worthing 
High to keep us in touch with everything we should know.”

GettinG to know you
From Blake’s point of view, his teachers at Worthing High 
have done as much as he could expect in making him 
feel welcome and comfortable in a new and unfamiliar 
environment. Although it took him a few weeks to adjust 
he was helped by one of his teachers who arranged events 
and activities where new and older students could get 
to know each other. “As well as the usual form meetings 

in the morning, we had times when we played games 
together and had a chance to socialise so it helped us feel 
more a part of the school,” says Blake. “I did feel a bit out 
of place to begin with but everyone made an effort and the 
transition is behind me now.”

makinG decisions
Based upon his skills and interests, Blake has two very 
different career paths in mind and is confident that his 
teachers will be supportive whichever route he chooses to 
take. “At the moment I’m thinking of sport physiotherapy 
or air traffic control, and I’m sure that whatever I decide to 
go for I can rely on my teachers to back me up and help 
me make the right decisions. My particular interests on the 
sports side are rugby, football and cricket but philosophy 
and ethics is something I feel will give me another string 
to my bow, and it’s great that I have the chance to do such 
different things at school.”

facinG the challenGes
Moving from a relatively small middle school to high school 
can be an intimidating experience but Blake has taken 
it on the chin and adapted very well. “At any secondary 
school there will be challenges to face but I do know that 
at Worthing High if you ever have a problem the teachers 
will listen to you and sort things out,” he says. “Anything 
you say is always completely confidential and I feel I can 
trust them completely. If I had to choose again, I would still 
choose Worthing High.” 
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